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the Prophet (on whom be God's peace), alone without
a companion to console me, and even without joining
a caravan, impelled by a powerful spiritual resolu-
tion."
He began his voyage in the days of Abu Sa'eed
ibn Abi Yousef, Sultan of Almohades. He crossed the
famous cities of Barbary, such as Telemcen, Algiers,
Bougie and Constantinople, till he reached Tunis whose
Sultan was at that time Abu Yahiya ibn Abi Zakaria,
an Emir of Banu Hafs. The young explorer had no
patience to bear the pain of separation and solitude
and had no idea at all to go round the world, so that
when he arrived in Tunis and found that no one came
to call upon him, " he had such an emotion that he
could not restrain his tears and wept bitterly."
He then joined the pilgrims' caravan to Tripolis and
thence to Alexandria which he describes as " the port
guarded by God and the delightful place full of
beautiful scenes and strong fortifications and of
worldly and religious enjoyments/' This happened
ten months after leaving Tangier. Hethen went to
Cairo which he describes in these poetical words : " I
then arrived at Misr (Egypt), the mother of countries,
the seat of the great Pharaoh, with her large provinces
and cities, very crowded with edifices, very beautifully
planned, the centre of those going and coming and the
refuge of the weak and the strong, raging like waves
with its population which she could hardly contain
in spite of her great size and possibilities. Her youth
is renewed in spite of her old age. Her star never
leaves the zone of good omen. Her Cairo has con-
quered the nations and her kings swayed over the
people of Arabia and Persia."
The explorer was dazzled with the demonstra-
tions of progress and wealth he saw in Egypt, and he
did not wish merely to wander in it. On the contrary
we see him roaming about Alexandria, describing
minutely its Pharaoh Pompey's pillar and all its